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Defra Network Transparency Panel Meeting 10th September 2013.  

Agenda item 3 – Defra’s contribution to the National Information Infrastructure Cabinet Office requirement. 

Issue

Publication of an inventory of unpublished Defra Network datasets as part of a new National Information Infrastructure.
Action required of the Panel
The Panel is asked to:

· Endorse and provide any guidance on the approach being taken to this initiative.
· Provide continued support through their transparency practitioners

· Identify any high profile data publication opportunities that could be included in the Government announcement in October
Background

Because of the Stephan Shakespeare Review of Public Sector Information and the Government’s response to it, Defra has compiled an inventory of its data holdings (unpublished data).  The list has added approximately 1500 datasets with the majority now visible on data.gov.uk.  These are being made available for public comment on data.gov.uk and in particular, for the data users to highlight where they feel a dataset should be made available as open data to support economic or social growth.  This will be an ongoing task as we add data and it forms part of the shift to allow government to focus on making available the data that has the greatest potential for benefit.   

It is recognized that not all of the datasets listed from the inventory can be published, as a result, for example, of privacy or commercial in confidence considerations.  There are variations within this statement whereby some of the datasets listed will remain as of National Security importance in nature and cannot be published, whereas for some datasets there may be opportunities to release some of the information where it does not breach legislative/commercial in confidence requirements or the data can be used within ‘safe havens’.  For the inventory, it is crucial that all of our data holdings are listed in title and description form.  In doing so there are risks to be considered with respect to additional resource pressures (in the general upkeep of the listings) and ensuring that the Departmental reputation is not breached (for example by not listing unpublished datasets or by not being overly retentive of our holdings).  Further, whilst the embedding of the strategy goals is taking place there is the potential for an increase in FOI requests based on the presence on the inventory of statements indicating that particular holdings will not be released.  In writing a refreshed strategy, Defra will capture, define and consider mitigation to these risks, in the interim we are communicating with our key internal stakeholders and devoting core Defra resource to the task.  
The exercise has an initial task to help identify in partnership with data owner’s priority datasets that will form part of the (open data) National Information Infrastructure.  This initial phase aims to inform decisions on what would be committed to for the Open Government Partnership (OGP) meeting in October where the government intends to highlight all the progress from the UK.  The OGP is currently co-chaired by the UK and is a membership organization focused on the transparency of government.  The work on the NII is to feed in to the OGP UK Action plan that was a commitment made at the G8.
With help from data users, we will need to prioritise data.  
This will be an ongoing process that is built into the refreshed Defra Open Data strategy (see agenda item 4).  However, we have a short timescale to meet the OGP deadlines.  Government wishes to highlight a set of new data releases in October and some of these should be high profile datasets.  

Both published data and unpublished data (the inventory of data held) will be commented on by users.  In addition, Defra will need to take on board those views plus our own about a sub set of the data that should be part of the NII.  The NII would be made up of Open Data by default.  However, if we have key data that fulfills the criteria but cannot be made open it can also be proposed.

Defra has been a lead department in taking forward the inventory with all the represented network bodies contributing to the process at short notice.  We also are identifying potential benefits of the work for internal use such as informing strategic alignment and evidence activities.  The work of identifying all data we hold and describing it in ways that anyone not closely associated with it can understand is not yet complete.  We are embedding the way in which we describe our holdings that make them more accessible into the refreshed Defra Open Data strategy. 

